BLINN COLLEGE

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

DATE:
October 10, 2003
PLACE:
E205A & Bullock 136 Videoconference
PRESENT:
Bill Nix (Health & Kinesiology, Bryan), Dr. Barbara Pearson (VP Bryan Campus), Dr. John Beaver (Academic Dean, Bryan), Dr. Ron Johnston (VP Academic Affairs), Mary Ellen Davenport (Math, Bryan), Dennis Utley for Dr. Bob Brick (Natural Science, Bryan), Dr. Thena Parrott (Allied Health, Bryan), Dr. Blanche Brick (Social Science, Bryan), Dr. Nancy Wright (Humanities, Bryan), Judy Baker (Business/Computer Science, Bryan), Mary Lorenzo (Humanities, Bryan), Darryl Brandt (Information Management, Bryan), Dr. Jane Haggard (Speech, Bryan), Dr. Ron Lewis (Center for Student Development), Dr. Lorraine Phillips (Program Evaluation), Dr. Ken French (Natural Science, Brenham), Don Wilhelm (Athletic Director, Health & Kinesiology, Brenham), Doug Pierce (Agriculture, Brenham), Linda Flynn (Director Library Services, Brenham), Mark Wilkening (Economics, Brenham), Becky Garlick (Parallel Studies, Brenham), Martha Kline (Social Science, Brenham), Mary Barnes (Social Science, Brenham), Dr. Larry Campbell (Music/Fine Arts, Brenham), Dr. Bob Lovelidge (Counseling Services, Brenham), Mark Bernier (Humanities, Brenham), Skip Ferguson (Business/Computer Science, Brenham), Barbara Moore (Campus Coordinator, Schulenberg)

	AGENDA
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS/CONCLUSIONS

	I.  Call to Order
	Called to order at 1:30 by Bill Nix, Chair.
	Sign-in list of attendees passed; to be forwarded to T. Parrott.

	II.  Approval of Minutes
	Minutes of September 12, 2003


	Minutes distributed by Dr. Parrott prior to meeting.  Minutes accepted as distributed, per Robert’s Rules of Order without a motion necessary, per explanation by Mr. Nix.  Mr. Nix said that he has lengthy and shortened versions of Robert’s Rules if anyone would like to utilize them.

	III.  Special Orders 

       A.  Policies & Procedures of the Curriculum Committee

       B.  Course Proposal form

      C.  Core Curriculum Competencies matrix

      D.  Transfer Equivalencies form

       E.  Course Proposal & Master Course Syllabus Guidelines

      F.  Information on web-sites
	A.  Discussed section by section

      Name—no change

      Objectives—no change

      Membership—discussion over Bryan Humanities & Parallel Studies Division Chair(s)—Dr. Wright has been functioning as DC for both since the retirement of Patti Wells (per Dr. Pearson’s comments).  There has been no official combination of the two—only a functional one in the absence of a DC for Parallel Studies.  There are 2 separate divisions in both Bryan & Brenham, with 2 DC’s in Brenham.  Bryan does not want to lose a vote on the Council of DC.   

       Voting Privileges—above discussion re Parallel Studies.  Question posed as to if both campuses would have a vote in all divisions.  Dr. Johnston clarified that Linda Flynn (Library) has voting privileges.  He clarified that ex officio members do not have voting privileges, but were representing whole institution with their input.  Dr. Pearson noted that Doug Pierce, Dr. Parrott, & Michael Schaeffer as Division Chairs represented all campuses, since their divisions had courses on more than one campus but had a primary campus site.  Parallel Studies question again if they would have one or 2 votes—suggested that Dr. Wright will appoint a Lead Instructor to vote for Brenham Parallel Studies.

       Clarification Procedures—no change

       Officers—no change

       Chairman’s Duties—no change

       Secretary Duties—Dr. Phillips suggested adding #5—Copy of minutes to the Library for archiving for Southern Association of Colleges & Schools (SACS) purposes.

B.  Mr. Nix stated that the form has been formatted and will be on-line on a new Curriculum Committee web-page off of the main Blinn web-page.  Question posed by Dr. Brick re if saying that one wants the course included in the core (item #18) that it would become so.  Dr. Johnston said that core courses must be approved by the THECB before they can become part of the core, after requested by the institution.  He said that the “Core Intellectual Competencies” should address the necessary elements for the THECB to OK a course for the core.  Both Dr. Johnston & Mr. Nix suggested a statement be added related to justification to the Vice President Academic Affairs as to how the course meets core curriculum requirements.  

C.  Included for discussion

D.  Dr. Lovelidge asked to address these, since he is responsible for both campuses for obtaining transfer equivalency approvals for other schools.  He referenced #2Ac on the Course Proposal & Master Course Syllabus Guidelines and the Senior Institution Articulation Coordinator List, stating that his office must have transfer information, including possible course numbers for transfer equivalency.  He has collected current information on the primary schools to which Blinn students transfer (on above mentioned list).  

E.  Corrections discussed.  Mr. Nix & Dr. French have been working on information page for Curriculum Committee to put on web-site as discussed above.  All want all of above on web-site.  Dr. French questioned if a “+” in the catalog noting ACGM courses applied to unique or local needs courses—Dr. Johnston noted that it was only for core courses and that the catalog as is would be fine.  Dr. Phillips suggested that all of above go into one folder off the web-site entitled “Curriculum Committee Materials”.  

F.  Included for discussion.
	A.

No action—approved as is.

No action—approved as is.

Motion by Don Wilhelm to keep Parallel Studies a separate division in Bryan & Brenham, as listed in the catalog and corrected in the drafted Policies & Procedures under discussion; 2nd by Dr. Parrott; vote 10 in Bryan/10 in Brenham; motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Dr. Blanche Brick that Parallel Studies will have 2 votes, with Dr. Wright appointing a Lead Instructor (Anita VanOuwerkerk—full-time reading teacher) to vote for Brenham Parallel Studies; 2nd by Dr. Parrott; vote 10 in Bryan/10 in Brenham; motion passed unanimously

No action—approved as is.

No action—approved as is.

No action—approved as is.

Approved with addition of #

B.  Statement to be added to #18—“Include a written statement to the Vice President Academic Affairs justifying how this course effectively meets core curriculum requirements.”  Correction to #14—“list of colleges & universities…”  Correction made to #16 to “group(s)”.  Correction made to #17--…”to the Committee.” (eliminating phase “reviewing this proposal”)  Approved with above corrections.

C.  No action—approved as is.

D.  Noted that by both Directors of Counseling Services being ex officio members of the committee, they will receive information on transfer equivalencies of any courses approved.

E.  Corrections in 2Ad “(#15)”; 2Ae same change;  2Af “(#18) Does this course meet core curriculum requirement?”  Delete last 2 sentences.  Approved with corrections.

F.  No action—approved as is.

Motion by Mr. Wilhelm that all of above go into folder entitled “Curriculum Committee Materials”; 2nd by Dr. Wright; passed unanimously.

	IV.  New Business
	Discussion concerning future meeting dates.  Mr. Nix proposed eliminating Aug., Sept., Jan., Mar. meetings—leaving only 4 meetings/year.  He stated that Aug. & Sept. were difficult due to time constraints at beginning of year.  It was noted by several that there is always the option of canceling a meeting and that we should just keep schedule as is.  It was also proposed that meetings would occur on the 3rd Friday of each month, instead of the 2nd unless otherwise notified.   Ms. Davenport questioned if meetings should coincide with Administrative Council meetings for input to them, but Dr. Pearson said it was not always workable to have meetings right after those Council meetings due to changeability of them.  The deadline for requests to the Administrative Council will still be the Friday before those meetings, which usually occur on the 2nd week of the month.
	Motion made by Mr. Nix that meetings be held on the 3rd Friday of the month and that the meeting schedule be left as is every month, unless otherwise notified; 2nd by Mr. Wilhelm; passed unanimously.  One option left open to have August and January meetings when all of us are together for Brenham/Bryan meetings, regardless of day of week it occurs.

	V.  Adjournment & next meeting
	
	Move to adjourn by Mr. Nix.  Adjourned at 2:40pm.

Next meeting October 10, 1:30pm via teleconference in same rooms.


Respectfully submitted,

Thena E. Parrott, PhD, RN (Recording Secretary)

