Blinn College Curriculum Committee
Regular Meeting, November 21, 2008

Interactive Video Conference
Minutes

Present:
Brenham: Mary Barnes-Tilley, Larry Campbell, Rick Church, Linda Flynn, Ken French, Randy Hoppens, Cathy Kemper, Debra LaCour, Robert Lovelidge, Karen May, Doug Pierce, H.F. Poehlmann, Don Stewart, Debbi Vavra, Theresa Wahrmund, Kristi Urban

 Bryan: John Beaver, Blanche Brick, Robert Brick, Marcelo Bussiki, Joshua Butcher, David Corkran, Erika de Young, Margie Dyer, Brandon Franke, Jennifer Garcia, Ron Hammond, Dustin Hill,  Bill Nix, Thena Parrott, Shelly Peacock, Barbara Pearson, Michael Schaefer, Victoria Sharpe, Robert Stanberry, Dennis Utley,  Nancy Wright
Schulenburg: Brian Cravens
Sealy: Jeri Dulaney, Hilary Trapp
Dr. French called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. The meeting came to order at 1:39 p.m. after technical difficulties were solved.
The minutes of the October meeting were approved as distributed.
1. New Business 
a. Joshua Butcher presented a proposal to add SPCH 2335 Argumentation and Debate. This course is accepted or preferred over SPCH 1315 Public Speaking in many degree plans and is often preferred by students. It is designed to provide students with skills needed to be effective citizens in a democracy and skills that will help them settle differences without resorting to violence. The lack of pre-requisites was a concern to some members of the committee; however, SPCH 1315 has no pre-requisites and SPCH 2335 is an alternative choice for the same students. Action: Michael Schaefer moved that SPCH 2335 Argumentation and Debate be added to the curriculum. Mary Barnes-Tilley seconded and the motion carried.
b. Joshua Butcher presented a proposal to add SPCH 2316 Interviewing. This course enhances students’ marketability and enhances social skills. Action: Jennifer Garcia moved that SPCH 2316 Interviewing be added to the curriculum effective fall 2009. Mary Barnes-Tilley seconded, and the motion carried.
c. Mary Barnes-Tilley presented course description changes for GOVT 2305 American Government (Federal) and GOVT 2306 American Government (State). The GOVT 2305 description removes reference to specific documents, and the GOVT 2306 description is expanded to parallel that of GOVT 2305. Action: Bob Brick moved that the descriptions of GOVT 2305 and 2306 be changed as presented. Nancy Wright seconded and the motion carried.
d. Michael Schaefer presented a proposal to eliminate pre-requisites from LGLA 2337 Mediation. The pre-requisites are relevant to Legal Assistant program students only and prevent other interested students from taking the course. Removing the pre-requisites will open the course to all interested students. Action: Randy Hoppens moved to remove pre-requisites from LGLA 2337 Mediation effective January 2009. Theresa Wahrmund seconded, and the motion carried. 
e. Michael Schaefer proposed changing pre-requisites to co-requisites in four courses in the Legal Assistant Program. Students entering the program in the spring had to have pre-requisites waived, and the lack of pre-requisites did not hinder the students’ success. Eliminating the pre-requisites will allow students to enter the program in the fall or the spring without difficulty. Action: Bob Brick moved that pre-requisites for LGLA 1355 Family Law, LGLA 1353 Wills, Trust and Probate Administration, LGLA 1345 Civil Litigation, LGLA 1351 Contracts be changed to co-requisites effective January 2009. Mary Barnes-Tilley seconded and the motion carried.
f. Bob Brick presented a new 2+2 agreement between Blinn and the TAMU College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Science to facilitate transfer of students into the Biomedical Science program (BIMS). One issue with this and other agreements is that Speech is not a requirement for many of these programs, but it is a requirement for a degree from Blinn. Many students may not graduate from Blinn because they do not take the Speech requirement. Counselors should encourage students to take Speech because many other programs do require it, and if a student’s GPA falls below the minimum, they will need other options. Action: Mary Barnes-Tilley moved to approve the 2+2 Agreement to facilitate transfer of students from Blinn College into the Biomedical Science program in the Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, effective Spring 2009. Michael Schaefer seconded and the motion carried.
g. Bob Brick proposed removing several courses from the core curriculum. These courses do not represent the core body of knowledge needed by all students. BIOL 2401 is remaining in the core to allow more students to use it as a degree requirement. Action: Blanche Brick moved that the following courses be removed from the core curriculum. Thena Parrot seconded and the motion carried.
BIOL 2402 Human Anatomy & Physiology II

CHEM 2423 Organic Chemistry I

CHEM 2425 Organic Chemistry II
h. Blanche Brick proposed removing two Psychology courses from the core. Their pre-requisite is in the core and it meets the requirement. Action: Mary Barnes Tilley moved that PSYC 2314 Life Span Growth and Development and PSYC 2317 Statistical Methods in Psychology be removed from the core curriculum. Bob Brick seconded and the motion carried.

i. Bill Nix proposed eliminating PHED 1100 and PHED 2100-2107 from the core. PHED 1100 will still be offered. Mary Barnes-Tilley moved that the courses in the following list be removed from the core curriculum. Doug Pierce seconded and the motion carried. 
PHED
1100-Fitness and Wellness

PHED
2100-Varsity Sports 1

PHED
2101-Varsity Sports 2

PHED
2102-Varsity Sports 3

PHED
2103-Varsity Sports 4

PHED
2104-Varsity Conditioning 1







PHED
2105-Varsity Conditioning 2

PHED
2106-Varsity Conditioning 3

PHED
2107-Varsity Conditioning 4
j. Ron Hammond proposed eliminating eight “downstream” MATH courses from the core. The remaining core courses will be MATH 1324, 1325, 1332, 2413. Action: Mary Barnes-Tilley moved that the following MATH courses be removed from the core curriculum. Bob Brick seconded and the motion carried.

MATH 1316, MATH 1342, MATH 1350, MATH 1351, 

MATH 2412, MATH 2414, MATH 2415, MATH 2320
2. Announcements
Dr. LaCour asked that Divisions remind Academic Affairs of all approved changes to make sure they are included in the catalog.

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Flynn

Secretary
