Blinn College Curriculum Committee
Regular Meeting, February 13, 2009
Interactive Video Conference
Minutes

Present:
Brenham: Mary Barnes-Tilley, Linda Flynn, Ken French, Randal Hoppens,  Martha Kline, Debra LaCour, Robert Lovelidge, Karen May, Greg Phillips, H.F. Poehlmann, Don Stewart, Jody Tyson, Theresa Wahrmund, Mark Wilkening 
 Bryan: John Beaver, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Linda Bow, Blanche Brick, Robert Brick, Debbi Vavra for Larry Campbell, David Corkran, Margie Dyer, Jennifer Garcia, Ron Hammond, Dustin Hill, Twila Miller, Bill Nix (also proxy for Rick Church), Thena Parrott, Shelly Peacock, Barbara Pearson, Linda Richardson, John Shaffer, Victoria Sharpe, Sue Slowey, Dennis Utley, Katherine Wickes, Nancy Wright
Schulenburg: Brian Cravens
Dr. French called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 
The minutes of the November meeting were approved as distributed (this was actually done out of order later in the meeting).
1. New Business (no new courses or programs presented)

a. Blinn 0101 course changes. Nancy Wright presented a report on the Blinn 0101 course pilot and changes proposed for the course. After several questions and much discussion, Nancy Wright moved that the lab hour be eliminated from the Blinn 0101 course. Randy Hoppens seconded. The motion passed, 17 to 1.

Points in the report/discussion:

· The pilot of Blinn 0101 during the fall showed that the lab hour was not necessary and caused problems with scheduling.
· All full-time students will be required to take Blinn 0101 beginning fall 2009. TEAM students will be exempt.
· Projected enrollment is 1000 students in Bryan, 700-800 in Brenham.
· Many delivery methods are being considered due to the shortage of classrooms and scheduling difficulties. These include large classes with two teachers.
· Experienced teachers will teach the class. Student services staff will not teach it.
· The need for this course has been shown by student surveys at Blinn as well as professional literature that shows these courses improve retention. This issue is not unique to Blinn, and many colleges are requiring similar courses for Freshmen.
· We hope to have sections devoted to specific subject areas/career groups.
· Student Affairs will determine who is required to take the course and what happens if they don’t take it.
b. Blanche Brick pointed out that the changes in course descriptions for GOVT 2305 and 2306 approved at the last meeting also included removing the “division chair approval” option in the prerequisites.
c. Bill Nix presented course deletions for PHED 1124 Intermediate Weight Training and PHED 1112 Intermediate Golf. These are not offered in Bryan and don’t make in Brenham. They will be combined with the beginning courses. The deletions passed.
d. Dr. French appointed Blanche Brick to head the nominating committee for next year’s officers. Nancy Wright and Mary Barnes-Tilley will also serve. They will report at the next meeting in April.
2. Announcements
a. Dr. French suggested that divisions delete phrases in course prerequisites that give options for waivers from division chairs, program directors, instructors, etc. These options are always available even if they are not stated. When the options are printed in the prerequisites, they cause students to assume they can get waivers. Division chairs don’t need approval to remove these statements.
b. Robert Brick commented that he had noticed significant differences between the print and online course descriptions. Dr. LaCour said that it is the descriptions in BORIS that are not up to date with the official print/online catalog.
c. The next meeting is April 17. The deadline for submissions is April 3.
d. The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Flynn

Secretary
