BLINN COLLEGE

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

DATE:
April 25, 2008
PLACE:
E205A & Bullock 136 Videoconference
PRESENT:

Bryan:  Dr. Bob Brick (Natural Science), Dr. Blanche Brick (Social Science), Dr. Marcelo Bussiki (Fine Arts), Margie Dyer (Parallel Studies), Bill Nix (Athletics/Kinesiology), Dr. Thena Parrott (Allied Health), Michael Schaefer (Business & Public Service), Dr. Nancy Wright (Humanities), Jennifer Garcia (Faculty Representative, Business), Dr. John Beaver (Academic Dean, Bryan), Dustin Hill (ADC, Business), Brandon Franke (ADC, Social Science), Jean Westbrook (ADC, Math & Engineering), John Schaffer (ADC, Humanities), Twila Miller (ADC, Math for Ron Hammond), Karen Buck (Perkins Grant Coordinator), Ranee’ Gray (Surgical Tech, Allied Health), Amy Jones (Child Development, Business & Public Service), Sam Pry (Humanities), Sue Slowey (ADC, Social Science), Mark Thomas (Instructor, Humanities), Sandra Chumchal (Instructor, Humanities), Leslie Webb (Instructor, Humanities), Dr. Barbara Pearson (VP Brazos Campuses), Carolyn Massey (Dean Student Services)
Brenham:  Mary Barnes (Social Science), Rick Church (Athletics), Linda Flynn (Library Services), Dr. Ken French (Natural Science), Becky Garlick (Humanities), Mark Bernier (Humanities), Randal Hoppens (Math), Mark Wilkening (Business), James Nabors (Faculty Representative, Humanities), Karen Bean (ADC, Business), Brad Nies (Instructor, Fine Arts), Dr. Debra LaCour (VP, Academic Affairs), Dr. Shelly Peacock (Director Teaching & Learning Enhancement), Bob Lovelidge (Director Guidance & Counseling), Dr. Cathy Kemper (Academic Dean, Brenham), Guadalupe Reyes, Jr. (Technical Dean), Karen Bean (Instructor, Health Information Technology/Business & Public Service), Dr. Michel Zuch (Director Student Development)
Schulenburg:  Barbara Moore (Dean)
Sealy:  Dr. Athena Russell (Interim Director, Sealy Campus—attending in Brenham)
	AGENDA
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS/CONCLUSIONS

	I.  Call to Order
	Called to order at 1330 by Bill Nix, Chair.
	Sign-in list of attendees passed; to be forwarded to T. Parrott.

	II.  Approval of Minutes
	Minutes of February 15, 2008 meeting

	Minutes distributed by Dr. Parrott after February meeting.  Minutes accepted as distributed, with correction that Ken French was listed twice as in attendance.  

	III.  New Business requests, not on agenda
	A.  Dr. Peacock said that Master Course list is being put into data base; some courses are not in WECM or ACGM. 
B.  Bill Nix reported that plan is to remove old course proposal forms from web-page by fall.
	A.  Will send out list to DC’s in next 1-2 weeks for review and return of those in/not in WECM/ACGM.  
B.  Bill will continue to work on CC materials.

	IV.  Deletions, revisions, & new course presentations (in listed order on agenda)
	Bill Nix asked that we only register “nays” on presentations, rather than waste time counting “yays” due to numbers of proposals and time constraints.  

A. A. Business, Information Technology & Public Service

B.      Mr. Nix reported that all Criminal Justice applications received were returned for clarifications, and will be resubmitted at August meeting.

     Following Health Information Technology changes presented by Karen Bean, from Brenham campus:
1. General information document for Bulletin

2. POFI 1301 (Computer Applications)—deletion—old course doesn’t make in high schools

3. POFI 2331 (Desktop Publishing)—deletion—replaced by Digital Publishing

4. POFM 1309 (Medical Office Procedures)—deletion—redundancy in curriculum; renamed Administrative Assisting

5. POFT 1309 (Administrative Office Procedures)—deletion—redundancy in curriculum

     Following Child Development changes presented by Amy Jones, from Bryan campus:

1. TECA 1318 (Wellness of the Young Child)-revision to require MATH 0309 & 0310 requested d/t students not passing MATH-TSI requirements—bringing them back in as a cohort for support.  Discussion:  Just list 0310 d/t 0309 prereq to 0310.  Mark Bernier questioned if a statement could be placed in the terminal course objectives that TSI requirements be met or alternate testing to meet requirements.
2. CDEC 2367 (Practicum)—revision re MATH for same reasons, with MATH 0312 listed d/t 0309 & 0310 as prereq to 0312.

C. Fine Arts

Following Fine Arts changes presented by Brad Nies, Instructor (who came in late & items were presented/discussed later in meeting), in the absence of Larry Campbell, DC:

1. DRAM 1320 (Theatre Practicum I)—change

2. DRAM 1321 (Theatre Practicum II)--change

3. DRAM 1123 (Basic Theatre Practice)—deletion—correction to mean 1323—this course & following 3 being replaced by 1-CH Theatre Practicum series (I-IV)
4. DRAM 1322 (Stage Movement)—deletion

5. DRAM 2361 (History of the Theater I)—deletion—doesn’t transfer to 4-yr. colleges/ universities easily

6. DRAM 2362 (History of the Theater II)—deletion—doesn’t transfer to 4-yr. colleges/ universities easily

7. DRAM 1330 (Stagecraft I)—revision

8. DRAM 1342 (Introduction to Costumes)—revision

9. DRAM 1120 (Theatre Practicum I)—new

10. DRAM 1121 (Theatre Practicum II)—new 

11. DRAM 2120 (Theatre Practicum III)—new

12. DRAM 2121 (Theatre Practicum IV)—new 

     Following presented by Dr. Bussiki:

1. ARTS 2341 (Art Metals I—Jewelry & Metalsmithing)—new studio course, transferrable to a number of schools; Erica Smith would be faculty person.
D. Natural Sciences

Following presented by Dr. French:

1. BIOL 1322/HOEC 1322 (Nutrition & Diet Therapy)—revision—to remove phrase “for nurses” from course description—meets approval from Drs. French, Bob Brick, & Parrott.
      Following presented by Dr. Bob Brick, with idea in mind that reading level needs to be considered for these courses in prerequisites.  Dr. Parrott pointed out the typical science reading level as that of 13th grade, rather than general public reading level of 7-9th grade.  Dr. Bob Brick did pose a question of the impact of increasing THEA prerequisites and students limited on freshman courses to take without meeting those.  Dr. Peacock explained that the reading levels for THEA went through Executive Council and the concerns expressed.  Dr. Wright said that Humanities is maximizing their rooms for Develop-mental Reading.  Dr. Peacock said that the reading tests were being evaluated for appropriateness.  Dean Massey again expressed concern over ability for advisors to find freshman courses for students not passing all required levels on THEA.

1. GEOL 1403 (Physical Geology)—revision

2. GEOL 1404 (Historical Geology)—revision

3. GEOL 1445 (Oceanography)—revision 

E. Social Sciences

Following presented by Dr. Blanche Brick:

1. ANTH 2389 (Music in World Cultures)—deletion d/t not listed in ACGM
2. SOCI 2375 (Sociology of Deviance)—revision to include reading level on THEA; Dr. Brick noted that Dr. Kathy Dietrich had designed course so that it was transferrable to TAMU & that students need the sophomore reading level.
F. Technical Education—
Tech Ed course substitution policy presented by Dean Reyes—Referred group to 4/7/06 minutes in which discussion occurred.  Both Mr. Schaeffer, Dr. Parrott & Ms. Buck said that there should be no differentiation between degrees and should include certificates as well.  Thus, it was recommended that “as in the case with the AA & AS degrees, …students who have successfully taken BCIS courses in high school should receive a waiver of COSC 1301 to help satisfy requirements for the completion of technical certificates & AAS degrees…effective fall 2008.”
G. Humanities

Following presented by Dr. Wright

1. READ 0325 (ESL reading for non-native speakers)—FYI—course already on books, will be bringing it back d/t demand.
      Following presented by Mark Thomas—due to requests for religion courses.  Courses would not be Core Courses and will transfer as 1303 & 1304 to SMU and 101 & 232 to Rice, and possibly to TAMU as 303 & 304:

1. PHIL 1316 (History of Religions I)—new

2. PHIL 1317 (History of Religions II)—new 

      Following presented by Dr. Wright:

1. BLIN 0101 (??Title—originally proposed as “First Year Experience”)—Reported that, per IR&E, we were losing 48% of FT students from year I to II and 47% of PT students from year I to II.  It was also reported that 74% of community colleges have such a course, with 49% making it mandatory.  It will not be part of any degree plan, will be housed in Parallel Studies, and will be assessed using appropriate measures per Dr. Zuch (retention rates, longitudinal completion rates, major completion rates, end of course satisfaction survey—similar to CCSSE assessments)
H. Allied Health—Dr. Parrott introduced Ms. Ranee’ Gray, new Director of new Allied Health Surgical Technology Program, scheduled to begin fall ’08.  1-yr. Certificate Plan and beginning shells of SRGT courses from WECM, done by Dr. Parrott in absence of Director at that point, presented as FYI to group.  Application will be sent to THECB for approval of program 5/1/08.  Plans in place for budget, recruitment of students, information sessions, classroom/lab space, textbooks, and hiring of faculty.


	Group was in agreement—no objections.

A. Criminal Justice to be reconsidered at August meeting.

 All Health Information Technology proposed changes approved unanimously.

     All Child Development proposed changes approved unanimously with consideration for discussion.

#1-2 tabled b/c no proposals were received and no one to present them initially.  When the proposals for #1-2 are received, the courses will be considered at that time (?August).  Rest of DRAM courses, with proposals, initially tabled b/c no one to present them initially but were discussed later in meeting, after Mr. Nies arrived.
#3-6 initially unanimously adopted.  However, after SPECIAL NOTE/clarification by Mr. Nix that none of these changes can take effect until spring registration ’09 d/t students registering for current offerings—although most agreed that the deletions of these courses & adding 1-CH series was a good idea, b/c of the inability to offer them this fall d/t students registering for the lengthier courses, it was decided to table until August until clarification & agreement could be obtained within Division. 
#7-8 tabled until August meeting when wording on proposals can be clarified re contact hours, lecture, & lab hours (3 vs. 6) b/w Mr. Nies &  Kevin Patrick in FA Division.  
#9-12 tabled until August—see note for #3-6 above.
#1—unanimously approved.
#1—unanimously approved.

After discussion, #1-3 approved unanimously.

#1-2 approved unanimously

Approved unanimously.

#1—approved unanimously.

After brief discussion, the statement on prereqs r/t THEA will also say “or alternate testing”.  Both #1 & 2 approved unanimously.

#1--unanimously approved to be piloted as 1st year seminar.  Groups included in the pilot will be cohort groups to allow for better statistical tracking:  athletics, Financial Aid scholarship students, FIRT/FIRS, RADR, VOCN (fall ’08); EMS-basics, academic probation (spring ’09).

Course Proposals will be completed by Dr. Parrott & Ms. Gray, using Ms. Gray’s expertise in the field.  They will be presented for final approval of CC at August meeting.

	V.  Old/New Business

      A. Thanks to faculty members whose 2-yr. terms have expired

B. Confirmation of CC Chair & Secretary for 2008-09 
C. Master Course Syllabus & Course Proposal forms

D. Other discussion
	A. Thanks to faculty members whose 2-yr. terms have expired:  James Nabors (Brenham), Jeff Lee (Bryan), Brian Cravens (Schulenburg).  Thanks to Dr. Parrott for performing as Secretary for the CC for 2007-08.
B. To be recommended by campus (alternate b/w Bryan & Brenham—to be from Brenham for this next year) & voted on by voting members & Administration.  Mr. Nix referenced the CC Bylaws (available on-line) for the officers’ duties.  
C. Due to changes in MCS & Course Proposals (CP) on-line data base after this spring’s MCS Project, the MCS & CP guidelines will be changed (process not finalized yet), with streamlining of forms for deletion (only 1st 3 sections), and new forms developed for both deletions & course revisions.  He reminded everyone that if the forms were not correct or incomplete, it is the duty of the CC chair to not approve them for discussion at the CC meetings.  After the forms are approved by the CC, then they go to Drs. Beaver & Kemper, then to Dr. LaCour.  Dr. LaCour then sends them to Margaret Hodde for input into the Blinn College Bulletin inventory.
D. Dr. Bussiki apologized for the incorrect documents from Fine Arts and said he had assumed that corrections had been done by individuals completing the Course Proposals.  Mr. Nix said that he didn’t pick up on the hours discrepancies discussed earlier in the meeting, and apologized that he had allowed them to go forward without corrections.  
	A. Dr. LaCour to select Brenham faculty member, Dr. Pearson to select Bryan faculty member, Dean Reyes to select future Technical faculty member (Jennifer Garcia currently ending 1st year of her term).

B. Chair & Secretary to be chosen by Brenham group by close of business Wednesday, 4/30, and email vote done.  Ms. Barnes will send slate of proposed officers.

C. Bill Nix to do the new forms.

D. All DC’s should watch MCS & CP’s in future for completeness and correctness, as well as assuring that any sent back to faculty are corrected b/f sending forward.

	IV.  Announcements, Adjournment & next meeting
	Announcement—

Meeting adjourned at 1605.  Next meeting to be August, TBA.
	Motion by Dr. Bob Brick, with 2nd by Michael Schaeffer



Respectfully submitted,

Thena E. Parrott, PhD, RN (Recording Secretary)

